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1. Importance of demand. The serious situation has caused the authors to try to break the vicious circle by adopting a new attitude, giving priority to early management of post traumatic paraplegia patients in view of the better prevention of cutaneous, orthopaedic and urinary complications.
Having reported their method of treatment, the authors present a restricted study involving 41 patients taken in 'early', before the 60th day following their injury, briefly giving the most important facts, and stating their conclusions. In their study the authors also report the complications caused from using an indwelling catheter (one urethral fistula at the time of referral; six epididymo-orchitis of which four had an abscess; two hydroceles; five bladder calculi, and seven patients had heterotopic ossification).
Conclusions
The authors note with satisfaction the progressive discontinuance of laminectomy (called 'decompressive') in favour of osteosynthesis. They wish to be involved early with paraplegic patients regarding the care of acute spinal injured patients. They underline the important role of laboratory studies in the treatment of urinary infection, insisting on the prevention of complications from the use of indwelling catheters by better education of the paramedical staff.
Finally, the authors report with satisfaction the recent opening of two new rehabilitation centres which will permit better management of paraplegic patients in Algeria.
